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MINISTER FOR SCIENCE AND INNOVATION — VISIT TO CANADA 

Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Science and Innovation) [2.45 pm]: From 3 to 8 July, I 
travelled to Canada to attend the final international Square Kilometre Array forum before a decision is made on 
the site for the world’s biggest radio telescope. As most members in the house will be aware, the SKA is an 
ambitious international science project, and Australia–New Zealand and southern Africa have been shortlisted as 
site finalists. The forum provided an opportunity for me and the federal Minister for Innovation, Industry, 
Science and Research, Senator Kim Carr, to progress Australia’s bid to host the SKA telescope at Boolardy 
station in the Murchison. The Australian–New Zealand response to the request for information from the SKA 
site selection committee is due to be submitted in mid-September this year. The SSC has formed an advisory 
committee that will review and assess submissions and report to the SSC on the preferred site early in 2012, with 
a final decision on the site for the SKA expected in February 2012. The Western Australian government will 
continue to work with the federal government to ensure that Australia puts forward the best bid possible for what 
will be the most ambitious and, potentially, transformational science project of this generation. 

On 8 July I also took the opportunity to visit the Ontario Science Centre and the MARS entrepreneur support 
facility in Toronto. The Ontario Science Centre is a large science education facility and averages approximately 
one million visitors a year, 200 000 of whom are school students visiting as part of organised groups. I was 
fortunate to be at the centre at the time of a live broadcast of the final launch of the Atlantis space shuttle, and it 
was pleasing to see the level of emphasis that the museum placed on explaining current events and engaging 
with young people about the science of everyday life. 

With the assistance of Austrade, I was also able to visit the MARS facility in the centre of Toronto. The name 
MARS was originally derived from “Medical and Related Sciences”. However, the facility now has a much 
expanded remit. A public–private partnership, MARS aims to nurture Canadian entrepreneurs by providing them 
with business advice, office space, industry research, access to capital and, in some cases, laboratory facilities. 
The centre is a great example of a private sector–led initiative based on a sustainable business model that marries 
with the government objective of promoting a diversified industry base in Canada. I can highly recommend a 
visit to MARS to any member interested in the science and business development arenas. 

I also acknowledge that the member for Geraldton attended the SKA forum in Canada. I welcome the interest 
that he showed by attending the forum for its whole duration. 
 


